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.President.-'The Search for the Murderers of John F. Kennedy,

offered a crltlcal appralsal of Lee Harvey Oswald = travel
'}on October 16, 1959; Anson expressed partlcular concern
_ Finland to Oswald-prlorgto hlS ‘entry into the Soviet Unlon..

vv_to the Sov1et Consulate and applled for a visa. It was'

granted two. days later. (Anson, p. 159)/ Anson concluded*,

‘Clo sﬁiccﬁbnf

g A' 1 o - (This form is to be used for - material ex'frocfed
o ' from ClA——-confrolled documents.) - ..

’ *_}HELSINKI’

Robert S.. Anson, author of "They ve Kllled the
e

through Western Europe prlor to hlS appearance in Moscowv"”

over ‘the 1ssuance of a Sov1et tourlst visa in He151nk1,

Anson wrote that "/3}7n Monday,‘October 12 Oswald'went‘

o

o

._.Oswald also managed to secure a- Sov1et
. 'visa in record time. . The CIA told the -
-;[Comm1551on that under ordlnary c1rcum— Li*
" stances obtaining a v1sa in Finland
- took one or. two. weeks; Oswald got hls,w -
f;ln two days. (Ibld., p.‘160)* -//f_ RN
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f ‘An'son was referrlng to the Warren Comm1551on'Report where lt

j&@@%{;f

1s stated-luf“

_’The Department of State has adv1sed the CommlsSLOn

o that ‘it “has some information that in- 1959 it usually

;o took-an . Amerlcan tourlst in Helsinki 'l to 2 weeks to.

’-ﬂf”obtaln a v1sa, and that it has other- 1nformatlon that

' the normal: waltlng perlod during” the past: 5 ‘years has

* been. a week ‘or less. According to.-the Department's: f SRR

;-,1nformatlon, the waiting perlod has always Varled fre-. 7
‘H*w,quently and w1dely, w1th one conflrmed 1nstance in- 1963




Thls form is to be used for mcn‘enol extroded O
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Thus, the 1ssue has arisen whether Oswald's recelpt f
V 7:vof a Sov1et visa prlor to his entry 1nto the Sov1et Unlon-
'was an "odd happenlng as Anson characterlzed it; circum- |
“ffstantlal ev1dence tendlng to show that oSwald had recelved

\-'spec1al aSSLStance 1n order to enter the Sov1et Unlon.

«Jﬁﬁ’Durlng the course of 1ts 1nvest1gatlon the Warren CommlsSLOn .

vshared Anson s concerns. In a letter to the CIA. _dated May

| FECFENpT TN

25 1964 J. Lee Rankln 1nqﬂmred about - the apparent speed
w1tn whlch Oswald's Sovtet v1sa was lssued._.Rankln noted

that he had recently spoken w1th Abraham Chayes of the
S e ol
.rState Department who contended“at the time Oswald recelved
A T
4{'vj -hlS v1sa to enter Ru551a from the Sov1et Embassy at He151nk1,

*i]ﬁgat least one week ordlnarlly transplred between the tlme

;’iof a: tourlst s appllcatlon for a v1sa and the 1ssuance of

RS (contlnued from prev1ous page) o T - ' d
r_vthat visas .during the 1964 tourlst season were belng granted
'L;ln about 5 to 7 days.,A ‘ ST : e

© This- 1nformatlon from ‘the Department of State and the Central}f'wf
n»~,Intelllgence Agency thus suggests that" Oswald's wait for a- S
+“yisa’may have been’ shorter than usual but ‘not beyond. the ™
"range of - p0551ble variation: The’ prompt ‘issuance of : Oswald' Lt
- visa-may . have been" merely the result of normal: procedures,‘--”

" due- in .part ‘to the fact that the- summer rush: ‘had. -ended. . -
PER It might" also mean that Oswald was unusually urgent. in hls
'j.ﬁ;ﬁgi*ﬁdemands that his visa be.issued’ promptly.} .Oswald himself

Cotold off1c1als at the Amerlcan 'Embassy: in" “Moscow on October SRIE
.31, -when’ he appeared to: renounce' his c1tlzensh1p, that he had:.. ™
“fsald nothlng to the Sov1ets ‘about defectlng until he' arrlved S
. sw.. In.any ‘event, “the Commission has found nothlng K
1fcumstances of Oswald s entry 1nto the Sov1et Unlon ;-




".was accurate, then Oswald's obtalnlng hls tourlst v1sa

: ‘Classﬁlcahon- = 3;_‘-
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-_the Visa.' Rankln contended that 1f Chayes asseSSment:‘

1'1n from two to. four days mlght have been very 51gn1f1cant.ﬁ31£<t£mk”\;

Lot
a8 BS
Rankln also stated that from CIA mater1a1 supplled omran. sz P

: zwc. L
?to the Warren Comm1551on, the Comm15510n had concluded -

'that'Oswald,arrlved in He151nk1 by plane from London on :“7'
'Saturday}'OCtober.lo, 1959, and that Oswald had recelved
yhls Sov1et tourlst Vlsa on. Wednesday, October 14, 1959, S 'Zdnfé
.departlnq by traln for the: Sov1et Unlon ‘on October 15. *‘Cﬁrb-‘-léfi
Rankln noted that the CommLSSLOn was 1nterested in j""- |

A gadle-(
learnlng whether Oswald dld ln fact obtaln hls tourlst

_ e
'v1sa more qulckly than was nermal Ak that tlme,fef—ehe

iﬂ'\°<ﬁf

",Sov1c+ ﬂmbsssy ‘n'Lclslunl.,( ,to

AT,

The CIA responded*to“Rankrn*S"request—for\lnformatlon A

(o"OVlu 5‘ S SO""‘ET Y AN

!on July 31, 1964'°°”“

‘.Rlchard Helms wrote to Rankln that the Sov1et Consu-

‘gﬁlate 1n He151nk1 was able to lssue a. tran51t v15a (valld for

L i e e -4

' 24 hours) to U S bu51nessmen w1th1n flve mlnutes but lf aﬁlf}ﬂi

"longer stay were 1ntended at 1east one week was needed to ff,{3”

'”*ﬁ}process a. v1sa appllcatlon and arrange lodglng through

i"n *”Assumlng Oswald arrlved ln He151nk1 on October 10, nder normal
- ,ondltlons the earllest he would have been able to" apply for
g ld have‘been?the ‘first worklng day
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_INTOURIST.’(Rlchard Helms to J. Lee Rankin, DDP4-3916, 31

L ,July 1964) A_second-communlcatlon.from:Helms to Rankin'i_'“ L

: edated”September 14» 1964 added that durlng the 1964 tourlst _fff"VE'
season, Sov1et Consulates 1n at least some Western European
:‘c1t1es 1ssued Sov1et tourlst visas in from flve to seven.

,- feite~ |
vdays,.CLetters-of RlchardxHelms<to J;-Lee-Rankln, DDP4-4775,

,-“\-

;14'september!1964)

"In an. effort to- resolve this issue, thedCommitteef
- has rev1ewed a&iz!!ﬂﬁ&brfllef malntalned by the cIa which
; E -.sheds further llght on the c1rcumstances surroundlng issuance v.:"

f;of Oswald's Sov1et tourlst Vlsa.‘ Th¢5CIA flle concerns CJ:A

““ﬂﬁGregorg’Golub, Sov1et Consul Ain. He131nk1 at the tlme Oswald jq
N s 7 .

'-;was 1ssued hlS tourlst v1sa..(CIA DocS-@FHA—3939, 2 July

'.jl959 OCOA-3745 21 Aprll 1959 OFHA—4132 9 October 59)

jf;Golub S flle reveals that 1n addltlon to hls Consular actl-f'
' s AN o -

~;v1t1es, he was\belleved to-be an offlcer of the Sov1et KGB.»

rﬁﬁ(ocow—29o7,>26 June 1959, OFHW-2937'3

fﬂfeptember 1959)};;:7‘
Two CIA dlspatches from_H 151nk1 '_”f: olub .

ffare of partlcular 51gn1f1cance w1th regard to the tlme neces—?fﬁl“u"f

' ﬁsary for 1ssuance of v1sas to Amerlcans for travel 1nto the

gsffSov1et Unlon.tﬂV

The flrst dlspatch records £ﬁé£fcélubfd;§ci§ge¢;q@g;fif«
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.. "Moscow had given him the authority to’ _
_— . - . give Americans visas githgg;_g;ig;_QQQLQA';‘
- - val _from Moscow. He (Golub) stated that
R .~ . this would make his - job much easier, and
~as long as he was convinced the American
was "all right" he could give hlm a. v1sa«_ .
Con e -+ in a matter of minutes...."* . -filv/'_’-
3 - . (OFHA-3962, }7 July 1959) PRI

@, mfha.( iy

The second CIA Dlspatch dated October 9, 19572 one
"day prior to Oswald's arrival in. Helslnkl, 1llustrates
jﬁ.f___that Golub did have the authorlty to issue visas w1thout
| ‘fdelay. The Dlspatch dlscussesftelephone contact betWeen':

Golub and hlS Consular counterpart at the Amerlcan Embassy

,lneHe151nk1. In part the Dispatch dlscloses-A

co ,7’-...Slnce that evenlng (September 4, 1959)
. .o -, Golub has only phoned (the US consul) once
;... and this'was on'a business matter. Two = -

' - - Americans were in the Soviet Consulate at SRR
“ . the time and were .applying for Soviet v1sasf{jﬁ?f“7“'&
-+ thrur (91c ). .Golub.. . They had: prev1ously PSR
' been in the- Amerlcan consulate inquiring h~rv;,,_b s
~.: about the. p0551b111ty of obtalnlng a Soviet .U o
‘- visa in one or two days. - (The U.S. Consul)'
e oz - adviseds them to. go. dlrectly to Golub and L

%vf“j»‘f ‘¢ make their: request,‘whlch they: dld., Golub-

,_'phoned (the U.s. Consul) to” state that he .-
7 would give them their™ v1sas as.; soon as. they,ﬁf
“.  made advance Intourist reservatlons.; When -

o0 -they dld thls, Golub g ' vl
’ ’"g',thelr v1sas,;;,. (OFHA—4132,,

T e mp Al

9 0ct._1959)##f

;t gj: * The Dlspatch does not deflne the meanlng glven by Golub
/.07 .7 to the: ‘term: "all rlght."_ h,;t e L T
“‘5,** Ev1dently, Oswald had made arrangements w1th Intourlst because
. upon his arrival at: Moscow railroad station on ‘October. 16, he

Wf;was met by .an Intourist representatlve and taken to.the. Hotel

"f-‘,-~_1CIcssnf:caho
he:registered

b
'
7
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Thus, based uponvthese additionalhtwo-factors-" l)
. Golub's authorlty to issue. visas to Amerlcans w1thout prlor
- this |
s approval from Moscow, and 2) ‘a demonstratlon of‘:be authorlty af

;, approx1mately one month prior to: Oswald's appearance at ' S

‘the»Sov1et Embassy, the Commlttee has found that the avallable
"/<-' ‘pvo’o"- X
ev1dence tends to support the conclu31on that“Oswald'
v'tourlst v1sa w1th1n two to four days after hls appearance-

'at the Soviet Consulate, were somewhat suspect, does not'

warrant the belief that Oswald's travel into’the Soviet

Unlon was a351sted by others, partlcularly the Sov1ets.-f-

'_nHowever, the p0551b111ty of a551stance cannot be dlsmlssed
e ,Udue to Golub s probable connectlon w1th the KGB and the~'
CoE /206?554/ . N
o lack of ether substantlve 1nformat10n.a¥&t&ab&e to deflnltely

conflrm that Oswald's v1sa was handled ln a manner 51mllarv’

”Nto that of the two Amerlcan students w_gfhad entered the ';f‘ji4j”' 1
_ 3 o - N o
_'Sov1et Unlon w1th Golub s a551stance v1a Flnland.-_

—l
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